
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The process leading up to the emergence of
the Edo period
TANAKA Y ko
In this paper, I put forward the case for two main ideas. One is the asser-
tion that the term of “Sakoku (national isolation)” should not be used when the
history and culture of the Edo period are discussed. The wrong image of the Edo
period was made by that term’s being used, even though it didn’t exist in the
Edo period. I argued why that term had been used and what kind of Japanese
thought had been contained in that word by referring to National isolation: Japan’s
Tragedy by Tetsuro Watsuji. I think the following problems lie deep in the fixed
idea of “Sakoku.”
•It is a kind of invention that “Sakoku” is used as if it really existed.
•The absolute worship of the West is behind the thought that “Sakoku” was
wrong and “Kaikoku (opening the country to trade with Western countries)” is
right. Despising and ignoring Asian countries can also be seen in it.
•The West worship is white worship. It shows a tendency to think the Western
countries are all the same although Japan was concerned with such different
countries as Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, America, and so on.
•Expansion and going abroad with ambition is thought of as valuable. On the
other hand, reduction, control and localism is thought of as worthless.
The other assertion is that movement around the world was involved in
the appearance of the Edo period. I focused attention on the movement of Wako
(Japanese pirates) from the 14th century to the 16th century. Various Asian coun-
tries were connected by Wako, and they led Europeans to Japan when it seemed
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that trade and diplomatic relations didn’t occur.
I also mentioned silver, which was the biggest factor for Japan in the global
movement. I hypothesized the following reasons why the Edo period appeared.
•Wako who were composed of multiple races became sea merchants, and were
moving between the various East Asian countries.
•After the new continent discovery by Columbus, silver was produced in Peru
and Mexico, and the Pacific line and Manila port were opened so that silver
might be carried to China.
•As a result, Japanese silver production was the greatest of the world, but its
financial power in the world was lost.
•The aggression towards Korea by Toyotomi Hideyoshi brought about the eco-
nomic exhaustion of Asia and Japan.
•Much Korean culture and technology came into Japan at the time of aggression,
and by way of its “Japanization” the foundation of the technology was estab-
lished.
•Japan, which had lost purchasing power, had to become independent from
Asia by technical innovation and making domestic production.
•Amidst large quantities of foreign culture, such as the goods produced by the
advanced technical skill of China, goods that came from Japan-towns of
Southeast Asia, and Portuguese and Spanish culture mediated by Wako,
“Japan” consciousness was consequently born.
For the reasons stated above, the Edo period became the age when formal
diplomatic relations were arranged with foreign countries, ordinary people were
living with the world product, and they touched the civilization of foreigners for
the first time in Japanese history.
86 江戸時代出現まで
